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MEDIA RELEASE
January 29, 1987
LIONS CLUB BUYS SYNTHESIZED-SPEECH COMPUTER
FOR USE IN U M ’S SPEECH, HEARING AND LANGUAGE CLINIC
By Carol Susan Woodruff
UM News and Publications
A new piece of equipment in the University of Montana’s
Speech, Hearing and Language Clinic does the talking for people
who ca n ’t speak for themselves.
The only computer of its kind in Montana, the $3,500 Light
Talker was bought last fall by the Lions Club International,
District 37D, for use in the clinic's Non-Vocal Program.

The

clinic is part of UM's Department of Communication Sciences and
Disorders.
The small, lightweight computer produces synthesized speech
when activated either by a single bodily movement -- even
something as simple as raising an eyebrow -- or by shining a
light on its light-sensors.

The light can be attached to the

head or finger, for example.
According to clinic Coordinator Beverly Reynolds, the
versatile Light Talker meets the needs of non-vocal patients at
all learning levels.

A person able to spell can put together

sentences the computer will "say" for him.

For another user, the

computer might be programmed so that choosing several symbols
will cause the machine to ask a particular question.

For

example, if a person selected symbols for a house and a clock,
the computer might ask, "What time do I go home?"
She says the computer, which can be affixed to a wheelchair,
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is particularly useful for patients with cerebral palsy or brain
injuries resulting in paralysis.

The clinic staff uses the

machine to evaluate the language skills of such patients and to
train other professionals in its use.

UM also loans the Light

Talker to speech pathologists for treating certain patients.
On Jan. 17, speech pathologists from around the state
visited UM, where the clinic staff demonstrated the Light Talker
and other augmentative communication equipment.
Reynolds says that since 1982, Lions Club District 37D has
bought about $40,000 worth of equipment for use in the Non-Vocal
Program.

"There wouldn’t be any of this kind of equipment in the

state if it weren't for the Lions Club," she says.
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